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‘Charged With P

a K- teaching women tEome -ahnut!taim' g 24-kour hat line znd!rwin:;}'
I jrovides & pregnancy screening, itive signs,”  explainsl Mes
es its income.Rathman, who said that wom-
on with serious health problems
were referred to certifisd gyne- -
volepists for treatment, :
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108 ANGELES, Dee. 2—The
trial of Carc! Dowrer, & femi-
. nist accused of practiciag med-
jefne' without a leense, has
ended its second week, with a
verdict expected to be handed
down Monday.

- The SGyear-old defendant, &
mather of six, |5 accused of
itiegaily diagnosing and treat-
ing vaginal infection in angthet
woman lasthiay I al {he Fem-
jnist Woman's Health Centsi in

Los Angeles. :
“wrs, Buwener pleaded  mot

rdict Believed N ear

in Coast Trial of 'Fefn'inisf'

charge znd has made the trial
g political issuee.

“When we started the center,
we acked several lawyers what
iwe could leaatly de” sajd Mrs.
Downer, “And they told us
‘that the laws were 80 vagus it
would take 2 test case to find
ont,
ipre fnews what we were do-
ing was controversial, and =
rexpected am injuaction,” she
temid before 4 rule forbidding
principels in the tial to taik

Sumivipa] Judsc Mary EOWa-

guily to s 11'.55-:.‘1&:‘:".E:an¢r|1,crs. "Byt the-adlctments came;]

#s a surprise”

-k :Ighn Urso, a special investi-

gator for the State Department
of Consumer Affairs, disaerees
that the few iz ambigusus, “We
are .not obijecting to the sel-
help conespd Of 10 WLITER
Imowing their own bodies he
explaingd. “We do ohiect 1o
Spracticing medicing without a
ticense, and it there iy 4 alag-
nosis without 4 dostor present,
it iz sgainst the law”

i The

defendant | presctibed
fo the press woe issued bylyngurt applied 1o the vaginatorney's office oharaed Wra:
(ks frespment fov e wORLEn §nwher wigil prie cuunt ol

Evagina! infection, Wrs, Down-
er's defense haz heen thal
soguri is an obd family rsmedy.
and that a yeast infection is
icommon  Among ' many’ will
wormen and docs Dot tedquire
a physician’s diagnosis.

Colleague Charged

Charges wers broupht against:
iMrs. Downer and & calleaguc)!
Coltesn Wilson, &5 a resull of,
a sixemonth investizaticn iy
Mr. Ursg, O Sept, 240 the police;
raided the center snd confis-
estad eouipment. The oy al-
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" the charge of litting a diz-|y : ; ; :
v o 5 emonstrated i osmall classes;

phrapm, a bicth coateod dﬁ"*'l':e*im teach women to detect pD$-|
:gible infection. The cender wmaki-

ractice of Medicine Without Li cense -

iticing wedicine withost

_C&nﬁ& ard Mrs. Wilsoh w:lth. 11.!1_51.31'1- hdies.

Mrs, Wilson plended puilty 10|

for anoiher woman. She was

Vaginal self-examination |

g-service. Tf receiy
through an abortion reierral
EEFVICE.

“We do not dizgnose preg-

but report possilde pﬁs-

Sined 5200, glven o 25-day sus-

=

‘pended sentence and put o v

two wears”  probation,  Mrey
Downet, it found puidy, coulbd
recelve & siewonth jafl senq)-
tepce. '

The center was founded 2|,

. year ago by Wrs, Downer and|

Lorraine Rothman, weither afl
whotn has a medical i}ack-iq
growad.. It grew out of 2 series)

of self-help clinics i]_i:':_i;lf"""{

"



FEMINIST WOMEN'S HEALTH CENTER

. SeLe-HeLp Craxee ONE
WOMEN'S ABORTION REFERRAL
WoreN's Froee CLING

POINT OF INFORBATION:

Carol Downer, co-director

of the Feminist Women's Health
_Center. whoe was acquited Tuesday
of the charge of “practicing
wedicine without a lieeme,;'

is available for interviews.

For ﬁare information,
contact the Feminist Women's
Health Genter st T46
Crenshaw in Los Angeles.
Phone: 936-7219

or Joan Hoffman, press
secretary at 465-1186 or

936-7219.

T4b

WHEE CpEnsnaw HOULTvAKE
Los Axerirs, Cavronsia 900506

Horume 936-7466
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Jury Acquits
Feminist in
Yoqurt Case

BY DOUG SHUIT
‘Timas Sinf! Writer
An eight-man, four-
woman Municipal Court
jury Tuesday acquitted fe-
miniast Carnl Dnwner,
operator of a4 women's self-
help clinie, of a charge
that she practlesd medi-

~ gine without a license.

The charge, which hsa
become a -cause celebre
among  feminist  groups,
sremmerd from Mrs. Down-
er's use of yogurt as a
home remedy for a wom-
an's vaginal yeast infec-
tinn.

Mg, Downer, 38, foun-
der of the Feminiat Wom-
en's Health Center, 748
Crenshaw Blvd, based her
defense during the five-
day trial on a woman's
right to examine her own
Tody.

Diefense Cantention

Attormevs for MrE
Dnwner. Diaae Wayne
ard Jeganelle Christy,
argued during e trial
that apphication of 1he
bome remedy was oo dif-
feraal. thap ADpPIVIng #ve
dmoe Ea an eve infar
ar a Band-Asd te g braised
knee.

Alrs: Downer was a7 Tesk-
ed =ad charged with the
miscemeanor offense after
an investizalion by the
California Departmenl nf
Conautner Affairs and the
stair Board of Medical Ex-
aAminers, whn Rent ftwo
women unmderenver rZents
10 onmerve classes comduct-
ed by the defendani al. the
clinir.

Ar the class May LE one
of the agents saw Mus.
Diowener examine 4 UNg
woman, discuss the infee-
tion, and then apply ihe
yogurt, aceovding o tesli-
mnny,

Dep, ity Ally, David
Mavgolies avgued that
Mrs. Downies's action2 con-
stiinted halh disgnnsis
and treatment. as wel' a3
the practica of medicive.

Wida Attention
- Arcording 1o medical
tagrimeony, yomutt is used
as a curative hecauss ke
terial agentz in the dairy
product work to crmbat
baclerial agents spawmed

by the weas! infection, de-

geribed s a rommeon fem-
inine prohlem.

The trizl veceived na-
tionwide attentinn, Mrs,
Dowmer was supbnrtad hy
Rep, Bella dlzug, feminish
wriler Gloria Steinem, erli-
tor Robin Morgan, and Dr
Benjamin Spock.

After leaving Municipal

Judge Mary Water's

eourtroom  Tuesday, Mre
Downer gzaid al Lhe ver
dict:

"It's going Lo he a great
boosi. e've heen rom-
pletely in  donbt  alout
whera. the line ehould he
drawn In onr gelf-examin
atinne, 1 think now we
know where the line can
be drawn "

linp
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